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State of Nebraska at th1s time. The same quest1ons that
came up in the other bill, the description of the land,
the acres that w111 have to be measured, whether or
not they can even be exempt down to the acres and the
meters the description of the land w111 have to be
decided. All this will have to be done by...at the
expense of the taxpayers, and if these dame go dry,
perhaps a farmer might want to farm part of this land
and if this was exempt from taxes, he wouldn't be
able to farm this land. The idea of a dam anywhere
on a farm or anything like that is to prevent or to
stop the washout of the soil from his land. Eventually,
these dams will fill up. They w111 gradually fill up
over the years. Then if you have a little dry spell,
this land is dry and the farmer wants to farm it. Now
a lot has been said here about conserving the water,
out in our country we have these lakes all over and
the last few years these small lakes, shallow lakes,
have been going dry one after another. The large
lakes are going down and down. If th1s continues on,
if this drouth we have now continues on, these large
lakes, some of them will go dry. In the ' 30' s dur ing
that drouth, I saw nearly all of these big lakes
absolutely dry and that was long before we ever thought
of an 1rrigation pump or anything of the sort. They
went dry because there was no rain. We had a dry soell
and we are having a dry spell now. All we need to
have these dame full and the water in the lakes and
everything full is a good ra1ny spell for about two or
three years and eventually we will have that. But
right now, we are dry. Some of these dams in this
country are dry. You can't legislate Mother Nature.
With 25 votes, this body can do most anyth1np but you
can't make it rain. The only way I know that you might
make it rain is to get some of my friends down here
from the Sioux Reservation and let them have a little
Ra1n Dance out here. I think that might help a 11ttle
bit. The owners are losing the rights of his land, well,
no, he is not losing the right of owning that land but
he is losing the right to use that land because if it
is exempt from taxes it is going to have be surveyed,
perhaps maybe even fenced so the livestock can't get
in there and he 1s go1ng to lose the right to use that
land. I th1nk this bill is a bad bill and it should be
killed at this time and laid to rest quietly as possible.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: I can advise you that Senator Bereuter's light
is on but I would like to ask, do you want to be heard on
the motion to k111, Senator Rasmussen2

SENATOR RASMUSSEN: Mr. President, members, I had a
question of Senator Bereuter or two.

SENATOR BEREUTER: Yes, Senator Rasmussen.

SENATOR RASMUSSEN: Who 1s going to do the policing on
this, Doug2 Somebody is go1ng to have to see that the law
is followed, aren't they2


